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Chair’s Corner 
 
Dear M&M Academy Members, 
 
It is an honor to have been elected 
to serve as the new Chair of the 
Mines and Metallurgy Academy at 
Missouri S&T. I would like to recog-
nize and thank Dianna Tickner for 
her outstanding vision and contribu-

tions while serving as Chair of our Academy during the 
past three years. Under Dianna’s leadership we have 
made significant contributions in support of the stu-
dents and faculty of the Departments of Geological 
Sciences and Engineering, Mining and Nuclear Engi-
neering, and Materials Science and Engineering. A 
major contribution was our financial support for 
needed laboratory equipment, particularly with the es-
tablishment of the new McNutt Computer Learning 
Center. Communication among our members also im-
proved with our newsletter and new website http://
web.mst.edu/~mmacademy. Last year the Academy 
instituted two awards to recognize outstanding efforts 
by one senior and one junior faculty member. Each 
recipient received $1000 plus an award certificate. The 
first two to be recognized under this new program 
were Dr. Jason Baird, Associate Professor of Mining 
Engineering, and Dr. Baijun Bai, Assistant Professor of 
Petroleum Engineering at Missouri S&T.  
    Those of you that attended our April 2010 Academy 
meeting know that Ted Ruppert was elected our new 
Academy Vice Chair. Ted has provided years of dedi-
cation to our Academy with his service and financial 
support. Ted will also remain as chair of our Student 
Affairs and Scholarships Committee. I look forward to 
working with Ted as we continue to provide the best 
support possible to our students and faculty. Other 
committee chairs for the coming year will be Greg 
Skannal, Nominating Committee; and Ralph Flori, 
Strategic Planning Committee. 
    Six distinguished graduates of Missouri S&T were 
inducted into our Academy last April. They were Dr. 
Curt Elmore, Associate Professor of Geological Engi-
neering at Missouri S&T; MAJ Ryan Howell, Ph.D., 
Military Deputy for the Army Research Laboratory; 
Paul Lang, Senior Vice President for Arch Coal Inc.; 
Stephen Lang President and CEO Centerra Gold; Mi-
chael McCall, former Chairman and CEO of Luminant 
Energy; and Fred Niemeier, Vice President of Portfolio 
Management for Baird Capital Partners. Our Acad-
emy’s strength will be increased through our new 
member’s enthusiasm and involvement in support of 
our goals. 
    We also recognized six seniors at our spring meet-
ing with $500 cash awards and an engraved watch. 
These are special awards that are given to students 
who are judged by their peers as graduates with the 
highest potential to excel in their professional careers. 
Those receiving awards as 2010 Scholars were 
Joshua Holzhausen (Ceramic), Travis Kassebaum 

(Geological), Matthew Paradise (Petroleum), Jill Groe-
blinghoff (Mining), Shannon Stacy (Nuclear), and Han-
nah Terwelp (Metallurgical).    
    You will see attached information from our depart-
mental chairs. A more detailed update will be given 
during our October meeting, including news of the new 
MS degree in explosives engineering that has been 
approved by the State of Missouri Coordinating Board 
of Higher Education. Enrollment continues to increase 
in our departments even with admission closing early 
for freshman students desiring to begin their engineer-
ing studies in August 2010. Those qualified under-
graduate engineering students admitted after June 21 
will be deferred to the spring 2011 semester.    
   We will receive a report on the very successful Ad-
vancing Excellence Campaign. This campaign ended 
June 30, 2010 with the University surpassing the $200 
million goal by nearly $12 million. Over 85% of our 
Academy members were campaign donors.  Money 
raised will be used to fund scholarships, upgrade facili-
ties and equipment, and increase funding for research. 
This support has been especially critical in a time of 
reduced Missouri state support to higher education. 
    I hope to see you at our next Academy of Mines and 
Metallurgy meeting on Friday, October 1, 2010, the 
Missouri S&T Homecoming weekend. If you are able 
to arrive on Thursday, please plan to attend the sec-
ond Dr. Thomas J. O’Keefe Lecture that will be given 
by Ken Gielow, MetE, 70 & 71.  

Keith Wedge 
August 2010 

October 1, 2010 Meeting Agenda 
Carver/Turner Room Havener Center 

8:30       Continental Breakfast 
9:00       Opening Remarks / Introductions 
9:15        Approval of April 22, 2010 Minutes 
9:20        Committee Reports  

 Nominating - Greg Skannal 

 Student Affairs and Scholarships –Ted Ruppert 

 Strategic Planning –Ralph Flori 

 Jackling Report –Chris Ramsay 
9:45         Break 
10:00       University Advancement Report –Patty Ingle 
10:30       Department Reports 

 Samuel Frimpong 

 Wayne Huebner 

 Ralph Flori 

12:00       Working Lunch 
1:00         Old Business 

 Dr. Thomas J. O’Keefe Lectures 

 Website update 

                 New Business 

 Election of four members-at-large to Executive     

                       Committee 

 Committee membership assignments 
2:00         Open Discussion, Wrap – Up, Optional Tours 
                 Of Departments  

M&M Academy Meeting      October 1 , 2010 
Business meeting:  9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 




